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our history

Kalkaska residents voted to create the Kalkaska
Conservation District in 1950 to protect and conserve
Kalkaksa's water, soil, and natural resources. For 70 years
the District has partnered with State and Federal agencies
to provide technical and financial assistance for Kalkaska
residents to address a broad range of environmental
concerns.

Our mission is to provide leadership in the natural resource
management of Kalkaska County, deliver conservation
assistance and information to residents and visitors, and
ensure quality implementation of conservation practices.

our mission

our vision

We recognize that our County has both opportunities and
challenges related to conservation and that the Kalkaska
Conservation District plays a unique role in working with
property owners, land users and community leaders to
address the needs of our beautiful and vibrant region.

Our 3-year plan focuses on leveraging our strengths to grow
programs, services, and initiatives that address both
conservation opportunities and challenges. We strive to be a
strong community partner in creating a County that is a
showcase of recreational, economic, and sustainable living
opportunities. 

our team

All our work is made possible by a dedicated team of staff
and volunteers. Our office boasts 2 full-time staff, (Mark
Randolph and Renee Penny), 3 regional staff (Jodi
DeHate, Monica Caster and Larry Czelusta), and 5 elected
Board of Directors (Dawn M Moses, John Roberts, Carol
Hart, Sam Fahl, and Denny Iott). There are many other
volunteers behind the scenes that help enhance our
mission and contribute to our success. Thank you to
everyone who gives their time and experience!



OUR IMPACT

#  o f  acres
v is i ted

426

17,195
# 's  o f  household  Hazardous

Waste  co l lec ted  f rom 150
county  res idents !

16,920

#  o f  t rees  so ld

Events  hosted
and co-hosted

9

38,131

Dol la rs  spent
loca l ly  for

conservat ion
pro jec ts

#  o f  event
par t ic ipants

226

02

4

River  Mi les
Cleaned on  the
Upper  Manis tee

River

Feet  o f
Manis tee  R iver

t r ibutar ies
moni tored

600
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OUR WORK

We comp le ted  a  13  ac re
cover  c rop  and  so i l  hea l th
s tudy  w i th  Io t t  Seed  Po ta to
Farm.  Resu l t s  sugges t  t ha t
cove r  c rops  can  pos i t i ve l y
impac t  po ta to  y ie lds !
Renee  became the  Marke t
Hos t  f o r  t he  2020  Ka lkaska
Farmers '  Marke t !  

Farming

Comple ted  f ree  s i t e  v i s i t s
fo r  bes t  l and  (and  w i l d l i f e )
management  adv i ce .
La r ry  ass i s ted  8  l andowners
to  en ro l l  1674  ac res  i n  the
Qua l i f i ed  Fo res t  P rog ram
Free  t imber  mark ing
workshop  hos ted  i n
Sep tember  2020

Forest ry

Hea l thy  Lake  Landscap ing
w i th  Man is tee  Lake
Assoc ia t i on  and  Bear  Lake
Assoc ia t i on .  He lped  p ro tec t
sho re l i ne  f rom e ros ion .
M iCorp  S t ream Samp l ing
w i th  pa r tne rs  and  vo lun tee rs ,
samp led  600  fee t  o f
Man is tee  R ive r  t r i bu ta r ies .

Water  Qua l i ty
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OUR COMMUNITY

Vi r tua l  Annua l  R ive r
C leanup ,  4  m i les  o f  t he
Upper  Man is tee  R ive r
c leaned .

Annua l  Househo ld
Hazardous  Was te  Co l l ec t i on
se rved  150  res iden ts  and
co l l ec ted  ove r  17 ,000
pounds  o f  chemica ls .

Annua l  T i re  Co l l ec t i on  even t
red i rec ted  2  semi - t ra i l e rs
fu l l  o f  t i r es  to  recyc l i ng
fac i l i t i es .

Rugg  Pond  Sed imen t
Surveys  comp le ted  and
be ing  ana lyzed .

He ld  2  Adop t -a -H ighway
c lean -ups  on  M-72 .

P lan ted  8  l a rge  t rees  w i th
Rap id  C i t y  E lemen ta ry
schoo l  s ta f f  nea r
p layg round .

Bu t te r f l y  Day  w i th  Barke r
Creek  Nurse ry  and  Grand
Trave rse  Bu t te r f l y  Zoo .

Hos ted  20  Marke t  days  fo r
the  Ka lkaska  Fa rmers '
Marke t .

Communi ty  Events  &
Fun Pro jec ts
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MAJOR NEWS

Augus t  4 ,  2020  was  a  l andmark
day  fo r  us .  Our  4  yea r  m i l l age  to
suppor t  D is t r i c t  ope ra t i ons  and
even ts  l i ke  the  annua l  Househo ld
Hazardous  Was te  Co l l ec t i on
even t  were  up  fo r  renewa l .

W i th  a  marg in  o f  nea r l y  2  to  1 ,  i t
PASSED!  We a re  so  g ra te fu l  t o
the  res iden ts  o f  Ka lkaska  Coun ty
fo r  suppor t i ng  us  and  a l l ow ing  us
to  con t inue  p ro tec t i ng  the  woods
and  wa te rs  o f  Ka lkaska  Coun ty .  

Mi l lage  Renewal

A success fu l  m i l l age  renewa l  was
made  poss ib le  th rough  the
suppor t  o f  an  ac t i ve  F r iends  o f
the  Ka lkaska  Conserva t i on
D is t r i c t  g roup .  Th is  "F r iends"
g roup  w i l l  con t i nue  to  b lossom
over  the  nex t  yea r  by  f i l l i ng  fo r  a
501(c )3  s ta tus .  They ' l l  t hen  keep
suppor t i ng  the  D is t r i c t ' s  m iss ion
to  p ro tec t  and  advoca te  fo r  t he
na tu ra l  resources  o f  t he  coun ty .  

Con tac t  Mar i l yn  Shy ,  F r iends
Cha i r ,  t o  ge t  i nvo l ved  today !

mar i l yn_shy@yahoo .com 

Growth  o f  KCD
Fr iends  Group
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MAJOR NEWS

Rugg  Pond  w i l l  soon  see  some much  needed  ma in tenance .  In  Ju l y  2020 ,  the
D is t r i c t  con t rac ted  eng ineers  to  samp le  sed imen t  tha t  has  been  f i l l i ng  the
pond  fo r  t he  pas t  115  yea rs .  The  sed imen t  s tudy  w i l l  de te rm ine  the
con ten ts  o f  ma te r ia l s  tha t  have  se t t l ed  a t  t he  bo t tom o f  t he  pond ,  and
whe the r  they  a re  sa fe  to  d redge  o r  no t .  

Remov ing  the  bu i l d -up  o f  sed imen t  w i l l  a l l ow  the  pond  to  cap tu re  sed imen t
and  nu t r i en ts  f rom ups t ream fo r  decades  to  come,  he lp ing  to  keep  the
Rap id  R ive r  c lean  and  hea l thy ,  and  res to re  the  co ld -wa te r  f i she ry  i n  the
pond .

Rugg Pond Sed iment  Survey

The  Rugg  Pond  sed imen t
su rvey  wou ld  no t  have  been
made  poss ib le  w i thou t  a
generous  $20 ,000  dona t ion .
Th is  dona t ion  i s  t he  f i r s t  o f
i t ' s  k ind  a t  t he  o f f i ce .  And  i t
was  immense ly  he lp fu l  as
many  g ran t  oppor tun i t i es  w i l l
on l y  cove r  ac tua l  d redg ing  o r
res to ra t i on  cos ts  tha t  w i l l
come down the  l i ne .  

Donat ions  and  Gi f ts  



OUR PARTNERS
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Un i ted  S ta te  Depar tmen t  o f  Ag r i cu l tu re  Na tu ra l  Resources  Conserva t i on
Serv i ce  (USDA-NRCS)  was  c rea ted  i n  1933  in  response  to  the  Dus t  Bow l
a t  t ha t  t ime  i t  was  c rea ted  under  the  Depar tmen t  o f  I n te r i o r  and  was
known as  the  So i l  E ros ion  Serv i ce .  I n  1935  i t  was  moved  to  the  Un i ted
S ta tes  Depar tmen t  o f  Ag r i cu l tu re  and  in  1994  the  name changed  to
Na tu ra l  Resources  Conserva t i on  Serv i ce .

NRCS p rov ides  techn ica l  and  f i nanc ia l  conse rva t i on  ass i s tance ,  wh ich
inc ludes  bu t  no t  l im i ted  to :  B rush  management ,  i nvas i ve  spec ies  con t ro l ,
seasona l  h igh  tunne ls ,  t ree ,  sh rub  p lan t i ng ,  g raz ing  management ,  f o res t
management  p lans ,  and  fo res t  management  p rac t i ces .  

Techn ica l  ass i s tance  i s  ava i l ab le  a t  no  cos t  t o  l andowners .  Th is  i s  a  g rea t
p lace  to  s ta r t  w i th  any  p ro jec t  t ha t  you ' re  l ook ing  to  p ro tec t  t he
env i ronmen t .  Conserva t i on  p rog rams  a re  a l so  ava i l ab le  to  p rov ide
ass i s tance  w i th  imp lemen t ing  new conserva t i on  ac t i v i t i es .  F inanc ia l
ass i s tance  i s  on l y  p rov ided  a f te r  an  approved  con t rac t  i s  f unded .

Con tac t  D is t r i c t  Conserva t i on i s t ,  Mon ica  Cas te r  a t
mon ica .cas te r@usda .gov  to  l ea rn  more  abou t  how NRCS can  he lp  you .  

Natura l  Resources  Conservat ion  Serv ice  (NRCS)
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The  Fores t r y  Ass i s tance  Prog ram i s  a  s ta te  g ran t - funded  p rog ram tha t
makes  a  p ro fess iona l  f o res te r  ava i l ab le ,  a t  no  cos t ,  f o r  any  fo res t
l andowner  i n  Ka lkaska  Coun ty .  The  Conserva t i on  D is t r i c t  Fo res te r  can
inspec t  you r  wood lo t  and  adv i se  you  concern ing  the  hea l th  o f  you r
wood lo t ,  how to  improve  you r  wood lo t ,  o r  even  i f  t he re  i s  t he  poss ib i l i t y  o f
ma tu re  t rees  ready  fo r  ha rves t .

Las t  yea r  37  l andowners  i n  Ka lkaska  Coun ty  took  advan tage  o f  t h i s  no -
cos t  s i t e  v i s i t .  A  FAP fo res te r  w i l l  a lways  g i ve  adv i ce  based  on  the
landowner ’ s  i n te res t .  I f  a  ha rves t  i s  recommended ,  Ka lkaska  Coun ty ’ s
fo res te r ,  La r ry  Cze lus ta ,  says  he  ca res  more  abou t  the  pa r t  o f  t he  wood lo t
tha t  i s  l e f t ,  t han  the  pa r t  o f  t he  fo res t  t ha t  i s  ha rves ted .

Con tac t  La r ry  today  l a r r y . cze lus ta@macd .o rg  o r  (231 )775-7681  x3

Forest ry  Ass is tance  Program (FAP)

A poorly managed maple forest.
A well managed maple forest after a

recent thinning.
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At tend  an  educa t ion  workshop
Inv i te  a  l oca l  MAEAP techn ic ian  to  tou r  you r  fa rm
Imp lemen t  p rac t i ces  recommended  by  the  techn ic ian
Earn  recogn i t i on  fo r  you r  work

S ta r ted  i n  1998 ,  MAEAP i s  a  vo lun ta ry  p rog ram tha t  recogn izes  fa rmers  who  a re
top  s tewards  o f  t he i r  l and .  MAEAP he lps  fa rmers  adop t  cos t -e f fec t i ve  p rac t i ces
tha t  reduce  e ros ion  and  runo f f  i n to  ponds ,  s t reams ,  and  r i ve rs .  Th i s ,  i n  tu rn ,
he lps  fa rmers  comp ly  w i th  s ta te  and  fede ra l  l aws .  The  p rog ram inc ludes  fou r
s teps :

MAEAP recogn i t i on  can  be  ea rned  in  one  o r  more  o f  f ou r  a reas :  Fa rms tead ;
Cropp ing ;  L i ves tock ;  and  Fo res t ,  Wet lands ,  &  Hab i ta t .  Fa rmers  who  ea rn  MAEAP
recogn i t i on  w i l l  r ece i ve  a  s ign  to  p lace  on  the i r  f a rm.

MAEAP i s  open  to  a l l  M ich igan  fa rmers .  You  can  s ta r t  MAEAP a t  any  t ime .
Farmers  who  s ta r t  o r  rece ive  recogn i t i on  by  ce r ta in  da tes  w i l l  be  a t  an
advan tage  fo r  cos t  sha re ,  g ran ts ,  and  o the r  ass i s tance  p rog rams .

Con tac t  Jod i  DeHate  today  to  l ea rn  more  on  how to  l eve l  up  you r  fa rm!  Jod i  can
be  reached  a t  j od i .deha te@macd .o rg  o r  (231 )  839 -7193 .

Mich igan  Agr icu l ture  Env i ronmenta l
Assurance  Program (MAEAP)
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Tree planting and pollinator habitat

establishment in progress at Garfield
Township property.

THANK YOU to all of our GRACIOUS volunteers!

Blue bird nest observed during a
spring time site visit.

Rugg Pond grate maintenance.

Au Sable Institute
Bear Lake Association
Boardman River Clean Sweep
Bob and Sara Crosby
CAKE CISMA
Cameron Penny
Carol and Alan Hart
Darin Cummings
Dave and Patty Warner
Dawn and Tony Moses
Dee and Ron Crawford
Denny and Dawn Iott
Emma Fitzgerald
Grand Traverse Hiking Club
Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy
Grass River Natural Area
Huron Pines AmeriCorp Members
Jenn Wright
Jodi and Pat Prestine
John and Cari Jo Roberts
Kalkaska County 4H
Kalkaska County Library
Kalkaska County Recycling Center

Kalkaska Downtown Development Authority
Ken Miller
Kurt and Lisa Heinimen
Lauren Clark
Manistee Lake Association
Marilyn Shy
Mark and Linda Gilson
Michealine Crawford
Michigan Trout Unlimited
Mike Moran and Marsha Hannah
Monica Webb
Northern Michigan Environmental Action Council
Primavera of Dunamis Peace Institute
Quality Thyme Garden Club
Sam Fahl and Danielle Ames
Seth and Carol Phillips
Shug and Bill Brandell
Sierra Club, Clearwater Chapter
Traverse Area Paddle Club
Upper Manistee River Association
Village of Kalkaska



P r o u d  s t e w a r d s  o f  y o u r  l a n d ,  y o u r  w a t e r ,  y o u r  M i c h i g a n .  

Learn more about Kalkaska Conservation District at:
www.kalkaskaconservation.org

Facebook: @kalkaskaconservation
Phone: (231) 258-3307

In person: 406 S Cedar St, Ste A, Kalkaska, MI 49646


